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A Civil 


CORR 


ECTION 


OF A 


Sawcy Impudent PAMPHLET), 
Lately Publiſhed, Entituled, | 
A Brief Account of the Deſigns which the Popiits have had againſt the 


Earl of Shaftsbury, &c. 


Aving very often beard of Pepiſh Deſigns a- 

gainſt the Earl of Sh. but never being able to 
„es any true account of em in particular, it 
1s not to be imagined how extreamly pleaſed 

T was the other day to meet with a merry Pampblet, en- 
titled, A brief Account of the Beſigns which the 
5 A have had againſt the Ear) of Sbaftibury, oc- 
caſioned by his Commitment, July 4. 168 1. Very 
gbod, thought I; now the Moanmain brings fortb, or 
never: So with Hat over eyes, and Legs acreſi, very 
gravely to reading jall I. The firſt thing I meet withal, 


is ind cel a very ſolid Poſition ; Had Sir F. W. bimſelf - 


Iaboxred and (rained for a Period, „ my Conſcience 
be could not have ſquee d d ont a duller. Says the worthy 
Pampbli deer, Though the Apprehending of the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Sbaſtubury hath filled the 
Town and Countrey with talk and noiſe, yet it nei- 
ther frightens nor diſcourageth any true Proteſtant, 
or good Ergliſh-man. Well ſaid 61d Tamtology : That s 
as plain ai the Noſe in ones Face: Cheat up ray Coun- 
try · men; for diſconragement being the effecł of fear, 
and fear the immediate cauſe of diſcouragement, there i 
nothing ſo evidem, as thas a man may be frightened,and 
not diſconraged, or diſeour aged and not frightened : that 
i to ſay, a win may be frightened, and not frightened 
neither: Sb much for Rhetorick But pritbee Sweet- 
heart; finee thou wilt be ſeribling, write Truth, though 
thou canſt not afferd us Senſe ; For the Apprebending 
that Right Honewrable Earl does frighten moſt true Pre- 
teftants, and good Engliſh-men 3 For, if that Right 
Honourable Earl has been all aliug ſo vigorous an Aſſer- 
tor of the Proteflant Religion, the Rights and Liber. 
ties of the Subject, the Laws of the Ringdom, and the 
Authority and Prerogative of the Crown, Can i do leſs 
than flrike aſtoniſpmem into the beart and mind of every 
—_—— to find him accuſed of no leſt Crimes than 
High- Treaſon «t laſt? The Confpiring to ſeize upon 
— ſecure the King's Perſon by vislence; the ſubberting 
the Goverment, and reiſing Men ond Arms ie that 


purpoſe ? I believe it frightens moſt men, and that mot 
men are ſomething apt to apprebend, that he may not be 
altogether ſo good a Proteftant and Patriot as be would 
bave us believe be was : If be be, we bade reaſon 10 be 
afraid for bis Innocency z if be be not, we bave reaſon 
10 be afraid that the beſt part of the Kingdom bas long 
been miſerably deceiv'd and miſled, and to dread the 
Ruine into which be was ſeducing us. Therefore good 
Mr. Pamphleteer be plea d to recollict your ſelf, and de 
not foreſtall the Juftice of the Laws, that muſt acquit or 
condemn him; andlet me moreover inform your worſhip 
of one thing, 1bat if you are not frightened at my Lord 
of Shaftsbury' being apprebended for a Traytor, Iam 
ſure you ought to be aſhamed of your Pampblet. | 

As for Example: Tow are pleaſed to obſerve, That the 
Perjuries of Needy and Smborned Vilainit may bring 
troubles upon Iunoceucy. Good Friend of mine be tender 
bow you treat the King's Witneſſes: For if want be once 
urg d as an Argument againſt the Validity of a Taſtime- 
ny, for ought I know there is not one Jeſuit bas been 
hang d theſe three years, but may be as little a Traytor 
as the E. of 8. | 

But for a ſhrewd Argument let you alone, le war- 
rant yen, (viz.) if he wers traiterouſly inclined (you 
Jay) yet he is wiſer than to communicate Deſigns of 
that Nature to ſuch baſe and mercenary Raſcals as 
are ſaid to have witneſſed againſl him, or to enter 
into a Couſpiracy, not only with beggarly Fellows, 
but with Iriſß. men and Pepiſts. One part of this Tie 
grant you, He hat not entred into tis Conſpiracy with 
beggarly Fellows, liiſh- men and Papifts only; for (if 
rumour may be believ'd) there ave a great many Rich 
Knaves in the Pack; Though (to return an Argument 
of your own} upon you, and tickle you in the true Prote- 
fant place,) who ſo fle to be employed in Defigns of 
that nature, as defperate beggatly Fellows and Villains ? 
Now, if bis Lordſhip't W 72 5 would not think Iriſn- 
men, (and Papiſts eſpecially) Rogues enough to under- 
rake tbe detbroning of the Ring, and ſubverting of the 
"7 : Government, 
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Goverment. he had a ſecret Complement for them in 
his heart, which I am afraid he'l hardly thank you for 
publiſhing. The time was (if your Proteſtant Pam- 
phlets be all true) when Iriſh-men and Papiſis were 
not thought ſo very unfit to engage in Deſigns of that na- 
tures But i 

Qui color albus erat, nunc eſt contrarius albo. 


. There's Lat ine for you, Brother Pamphlet eer; by which 
Language of the Beaſt Iſuppoſe you'l not fail to find me 


for a ]etuit, next time you have a need to write again. 


But, in the mean while, This Hononrable Gentle... 
man (yon ſay) is he, whoſe whole tenour and uni- 
verſal Conduct of his Life have fpoken him, not on- 


ly a Perſon of the greateſt Abilities, but of the high, 
eſt Loyalty to His Majeſty, and waxmeſt-Zeal-for His 
Service, that any theſe three Kingdoms have produ- 
ced in this Age. Verily, Friend, the Truth is not in 
thee: For this Honourable Gentleman commanded a 
Regiment, that ouce with warm:ſt Zeal fouzht againſt 
His Majefly; This Honourable Gentleman was He tht 


did bis utmoſt to confirm the Uſarper Cromwel in the 


Throne of His Majeſty; This Honourable Gentleman 
w21 always a Member of that Rebellions Authority that 
oppoſed His Majeſty : And are nat theſe (and be lang d 
to you) Arguments of Loyalty to His Mijeſty? Look, 
you Friend, if bis Lord(hip.can give no better Argu 
ments of bis Loyalty, when he c meg to his Tryal, than 
you doin your Panegyrick, upon him, be may chaxce to 
march ub Tower-Hill for bis Loyalty; and, for ought, 
T know, the Trick hel fhew there may be the firſt good 
Service he ever did, or will do the Publick. 


F it were poſſible, thou Pamphleteer, I wonld be 


ſerious with thee; but thow art 4 ſort of a Thing that 
hopeſt to word people out of their ſenſe and underſtan- 
ding; and by a trowling of Syllables one after another 
in a gingling order, wonld!t put off thy ſhallow incohe- 
rent Nonſea:e, for matter of weight and moment. I 
bave obſerved often in half-judging Capacities, when 
they know not well hom to give an Account of what they 
haue read, er, may be, only beard; their nſnal way cf. 
paſſing their Cenſure is by gravely ſhaking the Noddie, 
and ſolidly noting there's a great deal in it; So it may. 
be juſtly ſaid of thy Pamphlet; There i; indeed a great 
deal int; but it is ſuch ſtuff as once made up @ certain 
Cardinal's Equipage, only Lumber and Filthyneſs, fit- 
ter for a Dunghil than any place elſe, Nay, carſt thou 
he leſs than aſham'd, ibn Son of Simplicity: to waſt. 
the Paper Manufatinre of the Kingdom at ſo mnacconn-. 
table a Rate? Tits enough to breed a Dearth of Rag 
in the Nat ien; and if once that ſhould happen, which. 
way would'ſt thou -contrive to hide thy Nakedneſs. | 
Would the E. of S. do binſelf Jeſtice, be eng ht 10 pro- 
 ſeente thee for a Libel upon him: For, 151t leſs than a 
Libel 10 praiſe him for his #nwearied Cares and Endesa. 
vours to obviate the formidable Growth of France? Fie. 
for ſhame, do the Hoyonrable Gentleman Juſtice, and. 
tell the World who it was conuſelicd_ the breaking the 
Triple Lrague, and ſo by diſuuit ing ib eo mmon Intereft, 
of the Peace of Europe, made way for all the Wat and 
Deſolation that bas fince follow d amonęſt ur Neige 
hours. If he (at you ſay) could not concur. in Deſigns 
which be conceiv'd tended to the Ruin of theſe Kingdoms, 
and the endangering the Monarchy, at well as to the ſub- 


bis People, thit caug'd this. N 
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verſion of the Proteſt aut Religion, both here and elſe- 
where, perſwade him, if thou canſt, to lay by the at 
leaſt 30 Pardons which he bas paſs#d ſince his firſt Mi- 
niſtry, and put bimſelf upon his Trial frem that, to this 
preſent day of his Iunoce net. If to thig Wiſe and,Noble 
Peet's Influence*,l according #0 youfſ ob ſer gat ion Hu 
Mafeſty owes the Jucceſsful' adminiſtra ion of his 4{f4ip 
for many years together : tell us, if thou canſt, what 
means the Riddle of ſomany Addreſſes from the laſt 
Parliaments, remonſtrating from a long date the defetts 
and miſcarriages of the Government, and the Grizvan- 
ces that fram thence have fallen upon the Pepple ? tell us 
why it wa#thFrodnſfd the fir fo the Exche- 
quer, to the 471% rhe ts NAY and Orphans, 
whoſe All was lodgeq there? If the Friends and Abet- 


tor of Arbiit wwe and Popery at home are hecome his 


implacahle and profeſ d Enemies, prithee tell us, if 
Poſſible, bow! long iflty 3ſthbe ha NH: ? Was it 
before he would have brought all EleGions for Parliament 
to have heen decided in the Course Chancerygand ſo 
have robb'd the Fuſe of Cm on. graf els ad moſt 
tutelar Priviledges they eier i#npyy 3 vr was it fince ? 
Rather, was it the goodneſs of our Juſt and Gracious 
King, that could not be prevail:d upon by him to make 
V eruel an intrenchment upen the Rights aud Sufety-of 
9 E E! to withgrawm-. 


* 
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himſelf from the 4 fairs of his Sovereign, or n? O 


Truth! Truth! ham vaſt tha beey, muz.21'd ! But io 
'oceeed. 8 ; : - ths „ u d: . | STIR 2 A 
My Author's Worſhip is pleaſed ( is bis remark of the, 

Seals being taken from this Flonourable Earl) to o Nerve: 


That when, They found that They 6quld tind neither, 
Ambition, nor Covetauſneſs in him, to impreſs 


and work upon, fo as to bring him to. Their Lure, 


that then They accoſted him with ſuch tenders. of 
Greatneſs, Honour and Wealth, as few but him 
would have had the Humility, Selt:denial and Up- 
righ'ne's to refuſe. In the. name of Nonſenſe what. 
woxld this Lborgons Bombaſtick, Fool mean by bis Im- 
preſs, bir Lute, and hit Accoſt? Here's the taking the, 
Seals from him, en purpoſe to. give him good wards, to 
bring him to their Lure: 4 very politick fetch! What 
ſteff is this to perſwade any reaſonable underflanding 
with! Ob, but Thad almoſt forgat 3. there is the word 
They to ſeaſon the Carrion with,viz. When They found, 
&c. And again, They accoſted him. Now this Rnig - 
matical Aſs would have ws believe there is a great deal 
of meaning in tbat word They: That it, having men- 
tioned the Popiſh Party with [candal before, he would 
nam joy the King with em too? For, whe elſe can talę 
away the Seals from a Chancellor? Or who. elſe could 
accoſt him ( as he calltit) with tenders of Greatncſs aud 
Honour ? So bat here ig us leſi than the King implicite-. 
ly reflected an, 4 4 Far arer of Popery 3 to offirm 
which, is Treaſon by ths known Laws of the Land; and 
from theace I appeal to every true Subject of England, 
if 4 Canſe thus defendea, can, or 'augnt to be thought 
well of . 
115750 of the page is fil'd with a long impertiuent 
e a Deſiga to accuſe this Earkof Treaſon; that one 


Colonel Conqueſt. mas to have been bis Accuſen;. that 


all tbe Offices wherein he had beem concern d. wore ſaar- 
ched; and phat They greatly. rechen d upau the Houle 
of Commons, as admirably moulded for their buſi- 


3 po Koa 


n 


3 


ug." K 


n 


[3] 


- enquired into, if ever (ſince Hugh Peter's his time) 


reſ;, for the Fear many of em might have of loſing their 
Penſions at the end of the Seſſions. Admirably well ex- 
preſf d upon my Life! This Kogue wonld, by bis good 


wil, make that Houſe of Commons a Cake of wey © 


Nou:h:  Momlded for their buſineſs | Very quaint truly! 
But here it he at it again, with hit old They: They 
greatly reckgn'd upon the Houſe of Commons, as ohli- 
ged by their Penſions > Now, who can be efteemed to 


exped any thing from 4 enſtoner, for fear of lofing his 


Penſion, (ut be that gives him hit Penſion ? Se that 
here the Villain is throwing Dirt again in the King's 
Face; aiif that were the only way to get elear his fil. 
thy Patron. Here would he knaviſhly inſinuate a ſcan- 
dalous Iaterpret ation of. the King s Goodniſs , which 
ought to be no more que ſtioned than limited by the hands 
of # Subjefi ; here i his Noddle trebing to make the 
world believe, That. thoſe Penſionerr (4 be call. 
them) were meerly bought by the King for lndirect and 


2 WT Te” TRENT ee ow 
untderhaud-ſervices , when upon 4 juſt and impartial \ 


ſerwtiny, it will cafi appear, that Theſe Gentlemen © 
were either ſuch, wi #4 Efates and Fortunes bad been” 
impair'd in the Service of His Majeſty's Father, that * 
Royal Miriyr .of ever 'Blefſed Memory, and that way 
gave them. pretence 10 Hin Majeſty's Largeſf and Bounty 


* 


or elſe others, who from their formerr Delinquency had . 


retura d with Penitence into the. Mercy and Service ef 
their Maſter; aud that may became Partakers of bis Li- 
berality, that they might (if poſſible) be never more 
led away, ly their wants or ambition, into thiſe Cour. 
ſes that ruin'dtbe Kingdom biſqrez an enſlav'd vt un- 
der the heavy Jak of an Oſnrptr, Bur Tum glad to find, 
the Cauſe, now it is foaken, thus diſ-embogue it ſelf, and 
bope it will open the eyes of every honeſt Engliſh- man, to 
have bis heart and bis hauds ready bo defenid the King, | 
bis Honour and Authority, from all the vile wicked De- 
figns, and nudermining Miſchirfs that baut been con- 
triving and h:tching againſt. bim; Aud how far the © 
E. f S. may bave-been that way conet rund, I think 
may, inſome meaſure, be gueſ i'd at, from the ſtile and 
matter of the Drfence, which this miſerable Seri. 
bler bas the impudence to make for bim; ' 

Next, to wind up the bottoms of this fooliſh relation, 
he is pleaſed to paſs a Compliment upon the Kings 
Council, for wanting at that time ſufficient matter to 
Accuſe himof ; ard ſo proceeds forward to hit They 
once more; andtells us, how They having miſcarried 
in their Attempts upon the E's life, change the Scheme 
of their Deſigns, (good Lord what fine words are here) 
and lay a Plot to blaſt his Reputation: And who ſays 
he ſo fit ſor this work, as the Ecclefiaſticks, as being in 
4 more Implicit Obedience to Them: So I am glad 7 
have got you here good Mr, Pamphleteero ! Who are 
the Eccleftaſticks and the poſſe of the Clergy(as you are 
pleaſed to term it) reaſonably to be thought moſt obe- 
dient to, but the Head of the Church! So here the 
King is ſtuffled in amongſt your They again: Then 
you tell ms, the Pulpies inſtead of com—_— Feſus 
Chriſt to the Conſcienjes of men, were ampley d through 


all parts of the Natiow in Blaſting the E. of S. Aud 


(if all be true) is had net been much amiſs if it had 
been ſo, for it is requiſite in Preaching (after the 
Praiſes of God) to arm mens Souls againſt the practices 
of the Devil. Though it 5s evident, that your Wor- 
ſhipful Dalneſs lies in this point moſt abominably , and 
I dare be hang d (as you deferve) could the mattor be 


(Charge againſt ſuch a Pot of England; as t 


any one of the E. of S. Numes, has been ſo much as 
mentioned in a Pulpit ; by whith, and what went be- 
fore, it is eafily to be perceived, yos are neither a 
Friend to the King, nor the Church ; and what Party 
yon belong fo then, leave every Honeſt Impartial a 
man to fnage according to his Conſcience. ' © © 
But now I think better. of the matter; What Splee- 
natich Fool but my ſelf would take the paint to beflow 
an anſwer upon this Dunce, this Trac Proteſtant, as 


he call himſelf! If bebe a Round- head, 2 Rumper, 


a Rebel of Old ick Presbyter's Stamp, why is he 
aſhamed of bis Title? Why doe, he Chick bis Schiſm 
under the Name of True Proteſtant? for we know 10 
True Proteſtant here, but ſuch as are ſo according to the 
Church of England, as it is Eftabliſhed by Law: For 
if every one that Proteſts againſt Popery, be a True Pro- 
teſtant; for ougbt I perceive, the Great Turk har 4 
much pretenoe to that Tulle as any body. That thir Ver- 
mine then ir not of the Church of England. is eaſily to be 
conjectured by thit treatment of its Clergy : That he i; 


not an over good Subject, is apparent enough by the Com- 
' pany be bas found ont for the King ; yet this is be that 


dere defend the cauſe of 4 man, under an Accuſa- 
tion of the maſt deteſtable Treaſon in tbe World, exbibi- 
ted againſt him by ſeveral Witnfles, whoſe worth and 
Validity none once ſo z5atous to defend and juſtiſie as the 
Earl himſelf and bis Party were, though now they bavk 
the misfortune, ts fall under our Authours diſpleaſure 
a fo be treated with no better Titles, Then Beg- 
garly Fellows, Indigent, Mercenary aud Perjur'd 
Raſcals, Beggarly Raſcals, (ach as have acknow- 
ledged that dy arc Hired to Swear what they have 

done, ce. Now to do the World Juſtice; aud to do the 

rays pe cgi "tis to be hop d will do the E. of 

S. Jnſtice; let us enquire, who theſe Beggarly Raſeals 

are that were hired to Swear -what they have done. 

Is the firſt place, Heyns ſo much 1alk'd of of late 
( as report tells ns) is one of theſe who has a large ſhare 
in the Gharge e this Noble E, Good Mr. Pam- 
phleteero ic he ww Beggarly Perjur'd Raſeal ? T believe 
my L. S. will not take it very well at your bands to 
treat hit old Friend and Acquaintance ſo courſiy; for 
ſuch be once was certainly, elſe, why' did be and ſeve- 
ral Lords more Petition for 4 Blanck Pardon for him 
ſome few Weeks ſince 3 under the Title of a man of Dus- 
lity and unqueſtionable Reputation? One that could 
give 4 farther acconns of the Popifſh Plot then any had 
been diſcovered yet? Was be then a Beggar ? Was be 
then Perjur'd ? No, Ibelieve neither ;, for ſuppoſe the 
Party were ſo Charitable to keep him from Begging, aud 
the Kings Wiſdom in not granting bim 4 Pardon bas 
kept him from being Perjur'd. 

As for the other Witneſſes againſt this Noble Peer; 
T believe it mill be for your Credit, as ſoon as you can, 
to retrati your Reflections upon them too. For if their 
Credit is not FIN f you ſay, to ſupport ſuch 4 

E. of 8. 
is Committed for: Hom came it about that ſome 45 
were once thought fitting; even by that Earl bimſelf, 
to ſupport ar great 4 Charge againſt ſeveral other Peers 
of England, ( ſome whereof are flill Pri ſeuers in the 
Tower) equal in Honour, and for onght Thnow Su- 
periour in Honeſty to your E. of 8. i 


Bus 
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But ſome of theſe Witneſſes yon are pleaſed to obſerve, 
bave ph re themſelves Hired to Swear what 


they baue done handle tbat point as you love your 


Cauſe with Caution : I am afraid it will not be for 
your Earls advantage, when it comes to be known who it 
was Hired them to Swear what they have done. 
If this will not do, what think yen of a Dying Evi- 
dence Fitz- Harris? His Solemn Declaration at bis 
Dedth, Signed and Aiteſted 4 unqueſtiomable Hands ? 
Certified by bis «wn loft Speech at the Gallowes in every 
Part ieular Article to be true? If be was ever before 
thought # ſufficient Witneſs againſt the Queen, the Duke 
of York, the Earl of Danby, &. Sure at bis Death, 


under the awe of a terrifi'd Conſcience, inthe laſt Ago- 


nies of Contrition and Repentance, be may be allow'd to 


ſpeak Truth ef a L. H. and E. of S. 


That be was ihongbt ſufficient Witneſ before 3 I 


appeal to that worthy Grand. Jury, who ( pon bis 
= Taformation _. though then 4 Priſoner, juſt 
coming upon bis Tryal for the Treaſon which be has 
ſuffer'd for ſinec) thought fit to find 4 Billof Murder 
againſt the Earl of Danby, os concern'd in the Death 
of Juſtice Godfrey. Nay be was thought ſo good, ſo 
proper, and ſomeceſſary'a Witneſs 3 that all the Arts of 


Corruption, and all the Tricks of Wrefted Law, were 


made uſe of by the Faltion to ſave tim, Juries were 
packt, that by their proceeding. ſeem'd to bave as little 
Conſciences as the Hamburgh Sheriff that retmrued 
them bad Loyalty. Inſolem Advocates were found ont 


for him, to threaten the Judger in their Office, ond if 


it were poſſible, to make the Sword of Fuſtice gremble in 
the Honelt band that held it; but it was kept ſteady, 
10 the Immortal Honour of that Glorious Inde; who 
whentbe Hiſtory of this Age, ſhall be written, cannot 
but be remember'd as one of the firſt Proteftors and Jup- 
porters of Englands threatn'd Monarchy and Liberty. 
Theſe things then being granted (a they muſt be) 


that the Evidence of theſe men againſt this Earl, or any 
body elſe, ought to have as much weight and Credit, ar 
againſt any other Subjefi in the Kingdom; and that 
they bave hren beard with Credit againſt divers otber 
Sub jedi of the Kingdem , is manifeſt: How cemes it to 
paſs upon an Indifiment preferr'd thi laſt Seſſions at the 
Old-Baily agat»ft one Stephen Colledge for High Tra. 
ſon, there Swore poſitively ageinſt him, by fix ſeveral 
Witneſſes, that the Grand- Fury could fail to find the 


Bill? When at the ſame Court, not long age, upon the 


bare Teftimony of one man, they fund an Indidment of 
' Recuſancy agaiũſt the Duke of York : Shall the firſt 
Prince of tbe Blood be condemned upon tbe ſlender 
and doubiſul Teftimony of one Witneſs ? And ſhall not 
fix be enough to makę good a Charge againſt « Wretched 
Joyner, a Profligate Fadlious Fellow, that bas been 
for theſe three year tokon notice of as a Common Aſper- 
ſer of the Government, and a ſower of Sedition ano» 
the people ? I * te dll the world if this le Com- 
mon Juſtice | The cauſe of this can be nothing leſs, 
then the miſerable decay of all fear of Heaven . and 
Reverence of Vertne amongſt us; when we ſee inen en- 
truſted with Aut bority and Power, adminiſtring the 
ſevereſt Eraelty with one hand, and ſtopping the Juſtice 
of it with the other: Nothing can redeem ut from 
this, but eatneFt andfervent Pragersto the Almighty - 
Spirit of Truth, to aſſiſt and defend us, whilſt we . 
an early and reſolute appeal to oar Gracious Sove- 
raigu, to inter poſe with his Authority, and reſtore us 
to the Security of our Liberties , that the Laws 

be turn d again into their dus Conrſe and Channel, 
that power may be no more entruſted in the hands of 
ſuch men, as practice the abuſe of it to the overthrow- 
ing of all puſtice, the deſtruftion of all Sanction and 
Unity amonſt us, the encouragement of Treachery and 
Falſhood, the Stifling of Trath , the Oppreſſion of 


Innocence, and the confuſion of our general Safety. 


God Save the King, 


— 
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